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W HE German European
| School Manila (GESM)
1 has had 28 years to culti-

vate (hat feeling of being
% in asccond home.,

Established in 1983 as

the Jose-Rizal Schulke, nanled as such
in honoe of Philippine national heve,
Jose Rizal, its name was changed (o
German School Manils in 1992, and
together with the Eecole Francaise
do Manille, formed the Barocampus,
sharing the grounds with the British
School Manila and the Duteh School
Manila. -

By 2001, Beitish Schoof Manila and
the Dufch School Manils had both
moved out of the campus,

(verman

twght in German, while students in
the Emopean Section are taught in
English with an option to study Ger
1nan &8 a foreign language as early as
kindergarten.

“Wo really have a Exropean ambi-
anee and we can teach the children in
the European trdition and trelp them
study focvign tanguages at the veey
highest level,” says Astrid Martinez-
Lopez, the GESM's head of school.

SEALS OF
EXCELLENCE
qufkutbetk

Ing another name cbangc into lhe
European Intornational School. The
German School introduced its Euro-
pean Section in 2007, and by 2010, the
German School Manila changed its
name into thelr present one.

All throughout those changes, the
GESM has maintalnad a standard of
exeellence,

For instance, its German Section
was recently awarded the Exzellente
Deutsche Auslandsschule, a certifi-
cateawarded by the German govern-
ment to German schoels abroad that
offers the same quality §f education
s schools in Germany.

Its European Seetion, on the other
hand, has been recognized by the
Intermational Baccaloureate -
zation (IBO) as an Intefmational Bac-
caliurcate (B) school in its Primary
Years Programmo (PYP).

Auslandss,chule
certification and
the IBO recog-
nition required
years of prepa-
ration, teacher
training, and
reams and reams
of paperwork.
The Exzel

lenle Deutsche
Auslandsschule ceruﬁcthon. lor
hshuce.mdnd positive results in
at least five out of 11 of the 15 qual-
ity dnmds_uu indicated by the
he German govern-

5 “"lsaalmolqwnb manage-
ment that the German government
started years ago to introduce an
inspection for all the schools, to
make the quality of schools more
ble, This |5 mainly for the

The lent dards are also
reflected in the 31 pereent growth in
enroleas that the sehool has enjoyed
year after year: As of the momeat,

German schoolsin Germany. but five
years ago they introduced the same
procedures for the German schools

the school is serving 230 stud
from Kindengarien to the tenth grade,
Students in the German Section are

abcoad,” explains Martinez Lopez.
The requirements for the IBO
certification, on the other hand, were

equally as stringent. Nicholas Lea,
head of the European Section, says
that acquiring the certificate usvally
takes somewhere around four o five
years, “The inspector will come to the
sekool in the carly stages o see the
feasibility of the schocl and if it's set
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ber of Commerce (GIHM) “Students
Bullding Bridges Worldwide™ com-
petition for their efforts during the
aftermath of typhoon Ondoy In 2009,
GESM students voluntarily gathered
themselves 1o bring food, clothing,
and othet basic necessities to af-

up with the ﬂghl environment nnd fected families in Marikina City. The
the right al tobe GESM students also hold an annual
with the PYP: Then we're inspocted  “Spaghetti Parly™ for impoverished
twice more before we get accredita:  communities around the metropolls,
tion,” says Lea. Martinez-Lopez says she I8 loolk-

ing forward jo beinging togethor the
SOCIAL RESPONSIBLIUIT schoot’s German and European Sec-
The GESM has also been recognized  tions 50 as (o foster a bealthy balance

for the work it doos for the community
around it,
Last year, the GESM placed third

betweea the two
“FWhat we are doing now is we try
1o geta bal d curricutum b

. Organization.

m the Genmn lmu-mtwnnl Chsm-

THE GERMAN EUROPEAN
SCHOOL MANILA (above) Is =
fully equipped to produce .
tud, rady for itles
around the world, with librarles
(far left) and a Primary Years
Programme accredited by the |
International Baccalaureate
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the German Section and the Euro-
pean Section. We ane doing German
asa forvign language in the European |
Section. and we would like to have
a final certification for the English’
student in German and the German
student in English 5o they can reach”
very good level in tomgnlmgmae.
says Martinez - Lopez.
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inany university around the world, |

“Aftee they acquire lhemdlploma.
they can have access to diplomas all
over the woeld, in Germany or other
countries. Finishing in this school
would make it possible for them to
start university studies all over the
world,” sho says,



