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Karen Carcamo: Coordinator, German Euro

By CARMENCITA H.ACOSTA

owdoes one speak of an “all-Amer-
Hican lady”? Let’s try by describing

Karen:apretty blonde with blue eyes,
quickly paced yet very feminine, wearing high
heels, a smartly cut-casual dress and let’s not
forget her very own special ingredient... an
expert mathematician. She and her two chil-
dren, Chayse 8 and Antonio 4, came to Manila
to follow her beloved Latino-American hus-
band, Erick Carcamo who works for a private
company, assigned to its Philippine branch.

Karen Lynn Carcamo, has been teach-
ing and mentoring in msathematics since
her graduation at West Chester University in
Pennsylvania. She is presently the IB diploma
programme coordinatoratthe German School
in Manila where she also teaches her IB stu-
dents (advanced) Mathematics and Theory of
Knowledge. This is Karen's first foreign school
assignment outside the United Statesand both
sheand Erick, together with theirkids, have al-
ready visited the Philippines’ “hot spots” such
as wonderful Boracay, Tagaytay, Nasugbu and
Cebu - among many others. “Wherever my
dear husband wants to go, we go,” Karen says.
They have taken advantage to living in South-
east Asia and visited places as Hong Kong,
Kota Kinabalu, Singapore, Beijing and Shang-
hai. In sight of the upcoming school holidays,
they are planning international trips to new
places yet to be cfiscovcrcd by this ambitious
family such as Sydney, Australia.

The German European School Manila of-
fers the International Baccalaureate (IB) Di-
ploma Program. Theaforesaid schoolisagood
choice not only for German speaking families
but also for English speaking families search-
ing for their children to be introduced to Eu-
ropean education and culture. The school has

over 20 nationalities represented in its student
population.

According to our globetrotter Karen, "...
the school provides excellent education not
only in German but in English as well” ‘The
latter follows intcmatiomlfy accepted and re-
nowned standards. “Children are given scope
and motivation for their personal develop-
ment. We want them to feel at home in our
school,” Karen emphasizes.

The 1B diploma program is a challenging
two-year curriculum, primarily targeting stu-
dents aged 16 to 19. It leads to a qualification
that is widely recognized by the world’s lead-
ing universities. Students learn more than just
a simple “body of knowledge”. According to
Karen, “the students are not only prepared for
university but the program also encourages
them to ask challenging questions, introduces
them to various learning techniques, helps
them develop astrong sense of their own iden-
tity and culture, and develops their ability to
communicate with and understand people
from other countries and cultures.”

Karen further explains: “The IB diploma
program is known for its rigorous external
assessments. This makes it the most widely
recognized entry qualification to universities
in different countries around the world such
as Europe, the United States of America, and

Australia only toname a few.” Certainrequire- £

ments are to be met so that the IB diploma is
recognized as fully equivalent to a German
“Abitur”. We are one eo?

the world offering this,” Karen insists.

Shekeenlypointed outsome ofthenumer- 3
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ly 100 percent of our students are enrolled in
the full diploma program. And for those who
decide not to follow the full diploma, individ-
ual subject courses are and can be offered to
them.” To this, Karen politely added the fact
that, “We have highly qualified international
teachers who continuously take advantage of
professional development opportunities to
strengthen their knowledge and keep it up to
date in their particular didactic fields.”

The German European School Manilaisa
highly qualified establishment offering high-
end, world wide recognized education, in both
Germanand English. A veryinteresting option
for families, whether passing through Manila
orpermanently residing in it.

The German European School Manila is
located at 75 Swaziland Street, Better Livin
Subdivision, Paranaque City, Metro Manila wit.
telephoneno. 63 2 776-1000; email secretariat@
gesm.org or visit www.gesm.org
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